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house, from which by force of numbers he was able to
exclude her mother. Lady Vaughan was in no condi-
tion to resist these extraordinary doings, for shortly
after the death of her husband she gave birth to a son
Herbert, on whose behalf Lord Powys immediately
commenced proceedings.
Edward Vaughan, however, was one of the kind
who believe that possession is nine points of the law,
and like his father and grandfather, he was a master
in the art of holding what he had. In 1628, four
years after the Privy Council had requested the
Lord President of Wales to afford speedy redress
to Lady Vaughan, he solemnly affirmed in the Court
of Wards that her son was the child of a certain Helen
Gilbert.
Thus, by one means and another, the fight was
carried on for seventeen years, and it seems very-
doubtful that any final decision was ever obtained by
lawful means, for as late as 1640-1 a Petition of Lord
Powys to the Council states that by forgery and sub-
ornation Edward Vaughan is still trying to prove that
the said Herbert Vaughan is a suppositious child and
to support a settlement of the lands in his favour.
The Petition prays, not without reason, that the
matter may be heard and determined by their Lord-
ships. It might well have prayed also for a system of
centralized justice.